Periventricular white matter damage affecting large bundles connecting distant cortical areas may constitute the main neuronal mechanism for the deficit of controlled information processing observed in patients with early multiple sclerosis (MS). Visual backward masking has been demonstrated to affect late stages of conscious perception involving long-range interactions between visual perceptual areas and higher level integrative cortices while leaving intact early feed-forward visual processing and even complex processing such as object recognition or semantic processing. We therefore hypothesized that patients with early MS would have an elevated masking threshold, because of an impairment of conscious perception whereas subliminal processing of masked stimuli would be preserved.
Introduction
Cognitive impairment is a common finding in multiple sclerosis (MS) Franklin, 1985; Peyser, Edwards, Poser, & Filskov, 1980; Rao, Leo, Bernardin, & Unverzagt, 1991) . At the early stage of the disease, cognitive dysfunction is mainly focused on integrative processes requiring consciousness such as working memory, speed of information processing, attention and executive function (Callanan, Logsdail, Ron, & Warrington, 1989; Deloire et al., 2005; Feuillet et al., 2007) . The conscious neuronal workspace theory (Dehaene, Kerszberg, & Changeux, 1998; Dehaene, Sergent, & Changeux, 2003) 
